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Lesser spotted 
woodpeckers have  

set up home at  
RSPB Sherwood.

Welcome!

Over to you... 
We love to hear your feedback on Impact and the projects you support. If you have a story 
to tell or a picture that supports these projects please email impact@rspb.org.uk

The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.  
357-0951-18-19. We are a member of BirdLife International, a partnership of conservation 
organisations working to give nature a home around the world.
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Emma Lacy, Editor

Welcome to your winter issue of Impact. As we kick off another year, there’s 
plenty of news about the impact your support is having on providing a home 
for nature and championing endangered species that really need our help. 
From vital bird counts on Ramsey and its outlying islands that will contribute 
to the UK-wide Seabirds Count, to putting pressure on governments to 
create the promised Marine Conservation Zones, there’s  
no let-up in our fight for wildlife. 

On page 6 we have some encouraging news on the impact our Albatross 
Task Force teams are having on reducing the unnecessary deaths of these 
magnificent birds. Plus, on page 8, we’ve details of our online Raptor Map, 
which is shining a spotlight on the UK’s worst areas for raptor persecution.  
You can find out more about our work with Birds without Borders to improve 
the fortunes of our much-loved summer visitor – the swift – on page 15. 
There’s also an update on page 14 from the teams working to save Asian 
vultures from extinction. Their approach of campaigning to ban toxic veterinary 
drugs along with captive breeding is having a really positive effect.  

Thanks to your support, we’re working harder than ever to protect our 
natural world. Enjoy this issue and thank you for saving nature.
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 FRIENDS OF RAMSEY ISLAND

We finally finished the last of our 
seabird counts around the coast 
of Ramsey and the outlying 

Bishops and Clerks in June 2019. Counting 
all our seabirds – from cliff-nesting auks to 
burrow-nesting shearwaters and petrels – 
has taken five seasons and started with a 
Manx shearwater survey back in 2016. We 
needed to get all counts completed in 2019 
so that our data can contribute to the UK-
wide Seabirds Count, a co-ordinated census 
of all breeding seabirds around our coastline.

We arguably left the most difficult – 
razorbills, guillemots and puffins – until 
last. This was mainly due to poor weather 
conditions in previous summers. Where 
possible, we count the birds from the land, 
sitting on a cliff-top with binoculars and 
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All at sea
Warden Lisa Morgan and 
some plucky volunteers  
braved the waves to  
complete a vital bird count.

 SEALIFE GUARDIANS

Marine protection should be a priority
Gareth Cunningham, the RSPB’s Senior Policy Officer on marine issues, reflects 
on legislation milestones, but stresses that there is still so much more to do.

W ith the support of people like 
you, we’ve fought for years for 
better protection for our seas. 

In 2009 and 2010, thanks to those efforts, 
new laws were passed to safeguard the 
marine environment. A key feature of these 
marine laws is the power for governments 
to create a network of Marine Protected 
areas including Marine Conservation Zones 
(in England, Northern Ireland and Wales) 
and Marine Protected Areas (in Scotland) 
to protect nationally important sealife. 

The aim was to have the network 
completed by 2012 – and have it well 
managed by 2016. However, the UK’s 

governments have missed both 
targets and the process to 

designate internationally 
important marine 

protected areas for 
seabirds has been delayed way beyond 
these deadlines. 

Furthermore, despite the designation 
of some marine sites, management is still 
lacking for many of them. Therefore, our 
mission – to ensure the implementation of 
a viable network of protected and well-
managed marine sites – continues.

And, of course, a healthy marine 
environment does more than support 
healthy seabird populations. Clean, 
functioning seas are also important for 
people – from providing fishing jobs for 
isolated coastal communities to boosting 
tourism and recreation. The sea also helps 
regulate our climate. That’s why we must 
keep pushing to ensure that our wonderful 
marine environment is protected.  

WHY WE MUST  
SAVE OUR SEAS

7 million
seabirds breed around the UK’s coast, 
while millions more waders, divers 
and seaducks spend the winter on and 
around our coasts and estuaries

80%
of the world’s Manx shearwaters and 
more than half the world’s great skuas 
breed on UK islands

2/3
of the world’s gannets  
nest along our coasts

telescopes. However, there are areas of cliff 
face that we cannot see from the land, as 
well as many offshore islets that are only 
accessible from the sea. This is when a 
boat is needed so that we can count birds 
as we slowly bob and bounce past.

Aboard the Ocean Ranger
We’re extremely grateful to local boat 
company Thousand Island Expeditions, who 
donate their jet boat ‘Ocean Ranger’ and 
a skipper and crew member for free. Their 
support saves a huge amount of money and 

ensures our monitoring commitments 
are met. A big thank you also goes to our 
volunteers. Counting seabirds high above 
from a moving boat is not for everyone. 
If there’s any kind of swell, looking up 
through binoculars can turn even the most 
experienced seabird warden green. 

We’re now analysing the results.  
And, while it’s clear that our seabirds are 
experiencing mixed fortunes, guillemot 
numbers continue to rise steadily – up to 
4,500 individuals – mirroring the increases 
seen on RSPB Grassholm.

Left: Guillemots. 
Above: Lisa Morgan 
(left) with Ramsey 
Island volunteers.

➜ FIND OUT MORE
about our mission and the actions we’re 
taking by visiting rspb.org.uk and searching 
for “Sealife Guardians”.
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 RAINFOREST GUARDIANS

Could one forest 
change the world?
Harapan (which means ‘hope’ in the Indonesian  

language) is one of the last remaining areas of dry 
lowland Sumatran forest and is among the most 

threatened rainforests in the world. The RSPB first became 
involved with Hutan Harapan in 2002 and formed a  
consortium with Burung Indonesia and BirdLife International.  
The consortium acquired the rights to manage Harapan 
Rainforest as a model for forest restoration, wildlife conservation 
and sustainable local development. 

In June 2019, the consortium received €7m of funding 
until mid-2026 from the German government, via its Climate 
Initiative, which will provide long-term support. The consortium 
aims to upscale monitoring to track the impact that the 
management of the site has on biodiversity. Birds and small 
mammals are being trapped for local and international trade and 
the team is investigating the best way to curb these  
illegal activities.

Since the establishment of Hutan Harapan (which consists  
of two Ecosystem Restoration Licences), 14 other such licences 
covering an area of more than 620,000ha have been issued 
by the government of Indonesia. This means that there is 
potential for more forested areas in Indonesia to be managed 
for restoration if efforts at Harapan prove to be successful. This 
is the incredible impact that Harapan is having on tropical forest 
conservation globally.

The rainforest of hope
Harapan’s 100,000ha is home to a host of rare animal and 
plant species, including:

z The critically endangered 
Sumatran tiger, of which 
fewer than 500 remain in  
the wild. Recent sightings of 
tiger cub footprints indicate 
the importance of the site  
for this species.
z 300 species of birds 
including the world’s rarest 
stork – the Storm’s stork.
z 55 mammal species, 
including the globally 
threatened Asian elephant 
(there are about eight 

elephants that roam the  
site) and Malayan tapir.

Hundreds of trapped birds 
have also been released by 
the local government agencies 
in Harapan, which continues 
to provide a refuge for various 
animal and bird species.
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➜ FIND OUT MORE
about the rare species you’re 
helping to support by visiting  
rspb.org.uk and searching 
for “Rainforest Guardians”.

Every nook and cranny 
of what remains of the 
once mighty Caledonian 
Pine Forest provides a 
home for nature, writes 
Chris Tilbury.

Abernethy, the second largest RSPB nature reserve, sits 
nestled at the base of the Cairngorm Mountains in the 
Scottish Highlands. It’s an incredible place, not least 

because it contains one of the largest remaining fragments  
of the mighty Caledonian Pine Forest, which once covered  
1.5 million hectares and ranged from east coast to west.

Now, with only around 1% of this woodland remaining – the 
rest having been cut down for agriculture and grazing – the forest 
is only found in small, isolated patches. The rare species that call it 
home have been squeezed into smaller and smaller spaces. 

Yet pine specialists rely on this forest for survival. Crossbills 
and red squirrels feed on pine seeds and have developed 
ingenious ways of getting into the seemingly impenetrable 
cones. Crossbills use their “crossed” beaks to prise open the 
scales of the cones, scooping out the seed with their long 
tongue. Red squirrels use their dextrous fingers to hold the 
cones, gnawing out the core or biting off the scales. 

Crested tits nest in the standing trunks of dead pine trees, often 
using old woodpecker holes. The insects and spiders found in 
abundance on the forest floor provide sustenance for their young 
broods. For iconic birds such as the capercaillie – a black, turkey-
sized grouse only found in coniferous woodland – the loss of forest 
has been catastrophic. As their home has decreased, these shy 
birds have experienced more disturbance from human activity, 
meaning breeding success has been limited. Colder, wetter Junes 
mean fewer chicks are surviving their first few weeks. 

But there is hope. At RSPB Abernethy, we’ve a 200-year 
vision to expand the forest by restoring the tree line and joining 
up our fragment of forest with those of our neighbours. As the 
“connected” forest grows, so will the area of suitable habitat in 
which wildlife can thrive. 

 FRIENDS OF 
 ABERNETHY

A FOREST  
HOME

BY NUMBERS
1,000 
capercaillie
is all that’s left from a  
population of 20,000  
just 40 years ago

Red squirrel

Capercaillie
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 RSPB LOCH LOMOND

Restoration and 
regeneration
Paula Baker explains the wildlife and climate benefits 
of a healthy fen system – and outlines the plans to 
restore this valuable wetland at RSPB Loch Lomond.

As part of our work developing the 
RSPB Loch Lomond site over the 
last six years, we’ve identified 

that the fen is one of the most important 
parts of the reserve. It’s the heart of the 
wetland – and the hydrology 
and functions it performs 
connects to and affects 
much of what happens 
elsewhere on site. 

The fen hosts a variety 
of life including rare plants 
such as tufted loosestrife 
and cowbane, breeding 
birds such as spotted crake 
and grasshopper warblers, 
and wintering birds including 
whooper swans and hen 
harriers. However, parts of 
it are starting to decline for 
a number of reasons. These 
include increasing levels of unfavourable 
invasive plants (such as reed canary grass) 
and trees (such as ‘Osier’ willow), and  
a failing hydrological system leading to a 
lower water table. This makes the area  
more favourable for reed-canary grass,  
and less favourable for fen species.

Water in the willows
Early on, we identified that there was 
an abundance of willow in very narrow 
corridors that had been planted around the 
barrier mounds on site, as well as a large 

area of fen which has been overtaken by 
willow and alder. We concluded that the 
removal of this scrubby vegetation would 
help us to create a bigger, better and more 
joined up wetland habitat which would 

benefit large numbers of 
species. Willow in a wetland 
adds to the lowered water 
table, as water is lost through 
evapotranspiration – where 
water is transferred from 
the land to the atmosphere 
by evaporation from the 
soil and by transpiration 
from plants. It also provides 
cover for predator species, 
making areas less favourable 
for breeding birds. A fairly 
simple solution is to remove 
any areas of scrub that are 
impacting the functions of the 

wetland. To achieve this, a removal plan was 
developed and approved by the appropriate 
organisations, including Scottish Forestry 
and Scottish Natural Heritage. Due to the 
complexities involved, this process took 
around three years.

Thanks to your fantastic support, the 
RSPB is able to restore significant amounts 
of wetland, peatland and native woodland 
across our reserve network. This plan 
of action will ensure we’re creating the 
right habitat in the right place to boost 
biodiversity and let nature thrive.

Fen facts
z A fen is a wetland that receives 
water and nutrients from surface 
and/or groundwater, as well as from 
rainfall. The word ‘fen’ is derived from 
the old English word ‘fenn’ meaning 
marsh, dirt or mud.

z Fens are found from sea level up 
into the hills, across the whole of the 
British Isles. They range in size from 
tiny flushes of only a few square 
metres, to extensive floodplain fens 
covering hundreds of hectares, 
forming important features in the wider 
landscape and river catchments.

z Historically, fens were prized for 
the range of products that they yield: 
reeds and sedge for thatching, willow 
for basketry, hay and lush aftermath 
grazing for cattle. It’s the past 
management and human interaction 
with fens that has created the diverse 
and ever-changing habitat which 
supports a rich variety of plants, 
insects, mammals and birds.

Restoring wetland, peatland and 
native woodland will create the 

right habitat for wildlife.

“The fen is 
the heart of 
the wetland, 
connecting 

and affecting 
what happens 

elsewhere  
on site.”
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Hen harrier



Magnificent albatrosses are still falling victim to bycatch, but, 
thanks to the dedication of Albatross Task Force teams at key 
locations, there’s hope on the horizon, reports Nina da Rocha.

 FRIENDS OF THE  ALBATROSS 

The incidental capture of seabirds 
in fisheries (bycatch), is largely 
responsible for the decline in 

albatross populations worldwide. These 
majestic birds spend much of their lives 
soaring over the ocean in search of their 
next meal – a lifestyle which inevitably 
brings them into contact with fishing 
vessels, lured in by baited longline hooks or 
discarded fish heads and offal. For many, 
this free meal becomes their last, as they 
become hooked and drown or break their 
wings after colliding with trawl cables. 

Every life lost cuts short a potential 60-
year lifespan. What’s more, raising a single 
chick every year or two years, means that 
albatrosses simply can’t breed fast enough 
to replace the numbers of individuals lost. 
Today, 15 of the 22 albatross species are 
threatened with extinction.

While solutions to reduce seabird mortality 
in longline and trawl fisheries were developed 
by scientists and fisheries managers in the 
Southern Ocean in the 1980s, this information 
remained largely unknown to fishing crews 
across the world. To address this, in 2005, the 
RSPB and BirdLife International launched the 
Albatross Task Force (ATF) – an international 

team of seabird bycatch mitigation experts, 
tasked with bridging the gap between 
science and the fishing industry.

Use of mitigation measures
In the past year, much progress has been 
made by our dedicated ATF teams in 
southern Africa and South America. With 
fisheries regulations requiring the use of 
mitigation measures now in place in our 
target fleets, ATF teams have progressed 
from demonstrating how to reduce 
seabird bycatch on board fishing vessels 
to working closely with governments to 
ensure these regulations are implemented 
and adequately monitored. The ambition is 
to deliver bycatch reductions at a fleet-
wide scale and prevent thousands of 
needless deaths each year. 

We’ve also been training national 
fisheries observers and inspectors to 
ensure they’re equipped with 
the skills and knowledge 
necessary to help protect 
albatrosses at sea. 

Critical changes
z In Chile, we’ve seen an increased 
commitment to seabird conservation by 
the government, following an international 
collaboration with the ATF team in 
Argentina. Critically, this has led to the 
government introducing regulations 
requiring the use of bird-scaring lines 
(long lines towed from a high point with 
colourful streamers attached to deter 
birds) in Chile’s trawl fleets. 

z Alongside the regulations introduced 
in Argentina in 2018, this is a vital step 
towards ensuring that the thousands of 
albatrosses that rely on the waters around 
the “Southern Cone” in South America  
are protected at sea. Many of these birds 
breed in colonies in southern Chile, on  
UK Overseas Territories such as the 
Falkland Islands and South Georgia 
and in the sub-Antarctic islands of New 

Zealand. The focus for the ATF 
teams in South America will 

now be to work with the 
authorities to drive the use 
of mitigation measures up 

to 100%.
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On a wing  
and a prayer

Shy albatross

Black-browed  
albatross
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z In Brazil, where no national fisheries 
observer programme exists, we’ve been 
working with port inspectors to promote 
the uptake of mitigation measures and 
the enforcement of existing regulations. 
A practical step-by-step guide on how 
to inspect longline vessels in port was 
produced for law enforcement agents, 
which has helped to drive an increase in 
port inspections. 

z We know that when regulations 
are enforced properly and mitigation 
measures are used correctly, things 
can change for the better. In South 
Africa, the team continues to watch 
the demersal trawl fleet (which uses a 
variety of fishing methods to catch fish 
near the seabed), which has reduced 
albatross bycatch by 99% since 
regulations were introduced. 

z In Namibia, data collected by ATF 
instructors and fisheries observers show 
that bird-scaring lines are being used by 
over 90% of the demersal longline fleet. Ph
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Mapping the impact of our Albatross Task Force teams

 “Analysis of data 
suggests that 

bycatch rates in the 
demersal longline 
fleet in Namibia – 
once coined the 
world’s deadliest 

for seabirds – have 
been reduced by 

over 95%.”

ARGENTINA
1,751 schoolchildren taught  
about albatross conservation
100% of fleet equipped with  
bird-scaring lines

BRAZIL
22 port inspectors trained  
in compliance monitoring 
100% compliance with line-
weighting on observed vessels

CHILE 
186 fishers trained in seabird 
bycatch mitigation
141 fishing sets monitored 

NAMIBIA 
95% reduction in demersal  
longline bycatch rates
140 fisheries observers trained  
in bycatch monitoring SOUTH AFRICA

0 birds caught in the 
demersal trawl fishery
100% compliance with 
bird-scaring lines in  
trawl fleet

What’s next?
MONITORING In South America and 
southern Africa, the big push in 2020 
will be with compliance officers and 
fisheries observers to ensure adequate 
seabird bycatch and compliance 
monitoring takes place in our target 
fleets. Teams will also be looking at 
the bycatch risk posed by the demersal 
longline fleet in Brazil and South Africa.

ENFORCEMENT In Namibia, Chile 
and Argentina, our focus will be to 
ensure that governments enforce 
bycatch mitigation regulations and 
report on seabird bycatch as part of 
standard operations. 

EDUCATION We plan to continue 
educating the future generation about 
albatross conservation and hope 
to develop a bycatch module in the 
syllabus for the National Fisheries 
School in Argentina. 

➜ FIND OUT MORE
Visit rspb.org.uk and search 
for “Friends of the Albatross”.
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 BIRD OF PREY DEFENDERS

PUTTING 
BIRD 
CRIME ON 
THE MAP
Iconic birds such as hen harriers and 
golden eagles are being illegally shot, 
trapped and poisoned. The RSPB’s raptor 
map hub is recording incidents to shine  
a spotlight on the worst areas for 
persecution, reports Jenny Shelton.

 “T o date, 2018 was the worst year 
for raptor persecution in England 
ever recorded. There were 67 

confirmed incidents in England out of a 
total of 87 for the UK. But of course, many 
more will have taken place which we 
don’t know about. I’d be surprised if this 
was even a fraction of the true number of 
birds of prey being killed in the UK every 
year,” states Mark Thomas, Head of 
Investigations at the RSPB.

The sad fact is that the illegal killing of 
birds of prey is a widespread and relentless 
problem in the UK, affecting some of our 
most iconic and vulnerable species. 

Birds such as hen harriers and golden 
eagles are being shot, trapped and 
poisoned in horrific ways. This has been 
going on for years, and the RSPB is 
pushing hard to raise awareness and  
put pressure on the government to stop 
this slaughter.  

Sometimes the extent of a problem 
becomes much clearer and more 
meaningful once it’s visualised. With this in 
mind, the RSPB has created a set of maps 
clearly showing the worst blackspots for 
raptor persecution in the UK. 

The information is based on the RSPB’s 
raptor persecution database: the most 
up-to-date and thorough data set of raptor 

persecution incidents there is.  
The map hub displays information 
from 2012–2018, with earlier years 
soon to be added.

For this timeframe, the worst 
blackspots all occur in upland areas: in 
North Yorkshire, the Scottish Borders and 
Aberdeenshire. This is consistent with 
independent research showing that raptor 
persecution is often associated with land 
managed for driven grouse shooting.

Protected status ignored
Hen harriers are one of England’s rarest 
breeding birds, and badly affected by 
persecution. They like to nest on moorland 
and will feed on red grouse chicks as well 
as other prey such as voles. However, on 
driven grouse moors, which are managed 
to support the highest possible number 
of red grouse to be shot, hen harriers are 
being killed despite their protected status. 

 But raptor persecution isn’t just a 
moorland issue, with birds of prey also 
turning up shot, trapped or poisoned in 
towns and villages all over the country. 
Mark Thomas adds: “You could throw 
a dart at a map of the UK and wherever 
it landed, there would almost certainly 
have been a raptor persecution incident 
recorded nearby.”

Persecution 
blackspots
Go to rspb.org.uk/raptormap and 
you’ll see two maps – one which 
can be filtered by year and incident 
type, the other providing an overview 
‘heat map’. The highest concentration 
of incidents are represented by red 
squares (4–5 incidents) and black 
squares (6–13). 
z Almost all the worst blackspots are in 
upland areas like North Yorkshire, the 
Scottish borders and Aberdeenshire.
z The Leadhills Estate in South 
Lanarkshire is a known wildlife  
crime hotspot.
z Nidderdale, North Yorkshire, is  
the worst area for raptor persecution 
in England.

HOW TO REPORT  
BIRD CRIME

If you notice a dead bird of prey in 
suspicious circumstances or lying 
next to what could be poisoned 

bait, please call the police on 101 
then call RSPB Investigations on 
01767 693024. For advice, visit 

rspb.org.uk and search for  
“How to report crimes against  

wild birds”.



 GUARDIANS OF SHERWOOD

This shy bird is becoming ever rarer, but the team at Sherwood Forest 
are determined to help them thrive once more. By Helen Moffat.

The secret world of  
lesser spotted woodpeckers

It’s possible to find all three UK species 
of woodpecker at Sherwood Forest but, 
due to the rarity of the smallest of these, 

catching a glimpse of the lesser spotted has 
an extra-special excitement about it. 

It’s estimated there are only four breeding 
pairs here, though it’s difficult to say with 
any certainty due to their diminutive size and 
shyness. They’re similar in stature to a house 
sparrow and are usually found high up in tree-
tops, looking for wood-boring insects and 
larvae, making them notoriously hard to spot.

But it is not just in this ancient forest that 
they’re rare. Numbers have declined in Britain 
by 72% since 1974, to less than 2,000 breeding 
pairs. The main reason for this is loss of habitat.

Although small, the lesser spot’s territories 
can be huge – a single pair can require as 
much woodland as 500 pairs of blue tits.  
They also rely on standing dead wood 
for much of their food, foraging for the 
invertebrates that live on it.

On the endangered list
Our national obsession to ‘tidy’ has led to 
less standing dead wood and increasingly 
fragmented woodlands. This has limited 
the lesser spot’s chances to nest and breed. 
Predation of its nest by the great spotted, and 
increased pressure from other species have also 
contributed to them becoming endangered.  

But, like similar declines across nature, 
it’s one we’re working hard to reverse, with 
some heartening news from this year’s 
breeding season. Jack, our 
visitor experience officer, 
came across Ken and 
Linda Smith’s Woodpecker 
Network project via social 
media. The couple have 
been gathering information 
on the breeding ecology of 
lesser spots, recognising that the 
more knowledge we have, the better 
chance we have of protecting  
these little birds.

Ken and Linda travel the country 
with their custom-built camera on a 
telescopic pole. This clever piece of kit 
enabled us to see inside a nest located 
just off one of the main visitor paths.  
A short time later, three of the seven eggs 
hatched and a second nest was located 
in the forest. Through working with the 
Woodpecker Network and submitting records 
to the British Trust for Ornithology, we hope to 
help boost numbers of these special birds.

FACT FILE
Species: Lesser spotted woodpecker
Scientific name: Dendrocopos minor
Family: Woodpeckers
Key information: The smallest and least common of the UK’s three 
resident woodpeckers, the male is distinguished from the female by  
his bright red crown. Usually located by its call and its drumming, it creeps 
along branches to feed on invertebrates, fluttering from branch to branch.
Lives: Open woods, copses, parkland, gardens and orchards.  
Population: 1,000-2,000 pairs
Conservation status: Red
Where to see them: Along with RSPB Sherwood, lesser spots can be 
found at RSPB Tudeley Woods and RSPB Blean Woods (Kent), and RSPB 
Highnam Woods and RSPB Nagshead (Gloucestershire)
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“Although small, the 
lesser spot’s territories 
can be huge – a single 
pair require as much 

woodland as 500 
pairs of blue tits.”
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➜ FIND OUT MORE
Follow Jack’s lesser spots 
blog at visitsherwood.co.uk
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Built in the 1880s to supply Liverpool with fresh water, RSPB Lake 
Vyrnwy is home to some of the rarest wildlife in the UK, including hen harrier,  
black grouse and merlin. We asked Sioned Jones to tell us more...

H idden in a mountainous valley 
in mid Wales, a magical, 
quintessential paradise can be 

found – a picture-perfect lake with fairy-
tale views of the mystical water tower and 
an important haven for wildlife, as Sioned 
Jones reveals...

Q: Where can you find this special place?
A: RSPB Lake Vyrnwy is a reservoir and 
nature reserve in Powys, located to the 
east of Snowdonia National Park. Encircled 
by woodland with distant mountains 
beyond, the picturesque lake forms the 
centrepiece of this flagship reserve, which 
comprises 10,000ha of mixed landscapes. 
It’s a special home to a huge variety of 
wildlife, in a distinctive Welsh landscape. 
Ancient forests dating back to the last ice 
age and luscious green countryside provide 
a contrast between old and new. There’s 
a 12-mile long road that snakes around the 
lake’s 12 billion gallons of water and an 
otherworldly mist covers the lake at times. 

Q: What types of habitat are there? 
A: The reserve is made up of a mosaic 
of habitats, principally upland moorland, 
blanket bog, woodland and ‘ffridd’ – a mix 
of scattered trees, bracken and grassland. 
Blanket bog is a priority habitat at the reserve. 

As well as providing a home for some 
weird and wonderful plant species such as 
sundews, blanket bog is also important for 
birds including black grouse. In addition, 
the underlying peat found in the bogs 
captures and stores carbon, filters water and 
regulates water flow. 

This crucial habitat is found at RSPB 
Lake Vyrnwy’s upland landscape and the 
surrounding Berwyn and South Clwyd 
Mountains and Migneint-Arenig-Dduallt 
Special Area of Conservation. Large 
parts of the blanket bog had once been 
seriously damaged due to drainage for 
agriculture, but with drainage blocking and 
tree-removal work starting 
to have the desired 
effect, the habitat’s 
condition is now 
improving and once 
again becoming a 
wildlife haven. 

Q: Is there also an 
organic farm? 
A: Yes – RSPB Lake 
Vyrnwy is also home 
to the largest organic 
farm in England and 
Wales, comprising 
4,585ha. It’s owned 

by Hafren Dyfrdwy and has been managed 
by the RSPB since 1996. Work at the farm 
has been adapted for wildlife, while also 
remaining a commercial farming enterprise.

Q: What species call RSPB Lake  
Vyrnwy home? 
A: In spring, the reserve comes alive 
with the arrival of our woodland summer 
migrants from as far away as Africa. 
You can see and hear some of the oak 
woodland breeding specialists such as pied 
flycatcher, redstart and wood warbler along 
our woodland trails, as well as a good 
variety of other species such as blackcap, 
garden warbler, willow tit, treecreeper 

50% 
More than half of 

Welsh black grouse 
have disappeared 

since 1992

In spring, woodland migrants, including pied 
flycatchers and redstarts, begin to arrive.Ph
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 RSPB LAKE VYRNWY

MAGIC



 IMPACT WINTER 2017     11 IMPACT WINTER 2020     11

and great spotted woodpeckers. There’s 
also an array of lichens and bryophytes 
(flowerless green plants).  

Along our upland streams you can  
find the bobbing dipper and grey wagtails 
searching and diving for food in the fast-
flowing water. There’s even potential for  
a glimpse of our secretive otters or  
wintering kingfishers. 

A drive along one of our two moorland 
roads will provide the opportunity for 
some upland specialists such as whinchat, 
wheatear, ring ouzel and potentially the 
elegant hen harrier as it quarters the 
moorland looking for prey.

In late summer, the heather is in full bloom 
with areas of moorland becoming a rolling 
carpet of purple and a great nectar source 
for many insects. RSPB Lake Vyrnwy is 

also home to a plethora of flora 
such as tufted vetch, eyebright, 
betony, yellow rattle, bluebells, 
common spotted orchid and 
greater butterfly orchid – to 
name but a few. 
 
Q: What are some of the 
rarest species? 
A: RSPB Lake Vyrnwy’s 
unique mix of habitats means 
that it’s one of precious few 
places where you can still 
see meadow pipits, merlins, 
small pearl-bordered fritillary 
butterflies, wood warblers and 
pied flycatchers in the same 

place. It’s already home to some of the 
rarest wildlife in the UK, including hen 
harrier, black grouse, curlew and Welsh 
clearwing moth. Listen and you can hear 
fieldfares chattering and eating berries, 
buzzards calling and peregrines swooping 
and diving, hunting for their prey.

Q: How many species have been 
recorded to date?
A: Around 190 species of bird have been 
recorded on the reserve – with 77 species 
recorded as breeding – and around 10 
species of bat, including the pipistrelle and 
brown long-eared bat. Butterfly species 
we’ve logged include purple hairstreaks, 
commas and peacocks. Dragonflies 
include golden ringed dragonfly, common 
hawker and four spotted chaser. 

The reserve’s mammoth five-mile-long and half-a-mile-wide lake looks incredibly 
natural, but it was actually created in the late 19th century by Liverpool Corporation 
to provide fresh water for the city of Liverpool. The dam itself was the first in the 
UK to carry water over its crest instead of in a channel at the side, and took  
eight years to build.

The happy valley
Thanks to your support, nature 
is starting to thrive at RSPB Lake 
Vyrnwy. Here’s a roundup of the 
work being undertaken:

z Protecting the uplands. Rain 
falling on the hills runs down to the 
lake too quickly, eroding the peaty soil 
and spoiling the quality of the water.  
We’ll be keeping more of the uplands 
wet, restoring the natural blanket 
bog ecosystem that supports a huge 
variety of life from goshawks (above) to 
meadow pipits (below).
z Improving the ‘ffridd’. This is an 
important wildlife-rich habitat that 
typically lies between the uplands and 
floors of Welsh valleys such as Lake 
Vyrnwy. We’ll help it bounce back into 
life with butterflies and birds by reducing 
the density of overgrown bracken.
z Keeping the native woodlands 
natural. The autumn colours of the oak 
woodland shimmering by the lake is 
now behind us, but we’ll help clear the 
invasive plants that are crowding out 
the native wildlife here.

Can you help awaken  
RSPB Lake Vyrnwy?

From restoring blanket bog to giving 
butterflies a home, your gift can help 
support our work in improving this 
enchanting valley. Our vision is to 
see more endangered curlews and 
mystical merlins thriving, and more 
threatened pied flycatchers singing  
in the ancient woodland.

35 
The number of  

hen harrier pairs 
currently in Wales, 

down from 57  
in 2010

2/3 
of bird species in 

Wales are in 
decline

The lake's Victorian 
straining tower.

in the water

➜ FIND  
OUT MORE
about our plans by 
visiting rspb.org.uk 
and searching for  
“Lake Vyrnwy”.
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 FRIENDS OF THE LODGE

New heathland managers on the hoof
From preparing for ponies to graze the new heath to tree poppers that are revolutionising 
birch management, it’s a busy time at The Lodge, reveals Peter Bradley. 

It won’t be long before we have ponies 
on the heath. Heathlands are best for 
wildlife when they offer a mix of different 

habitats and micro habitats, and the right 
breed of ponies can help with that.  
Four Dartmoor ponies will join us on loan in 
spring. They will graze the new heath over 
the summer, and then return to Dartmoor 
in the autumn. We don’t know exactly how 

the habitat will change, 
whether four ponies will 
be enough – or too many 
– but the flexibility of this 
arrangement allows us 
to adapt the grazing as 
necessary. We hope 
they will help control 

bracken and broom, 
reduce the birch, 

rejuvenate some 
of the heather, 
and mess the 

heath up a bit – rolling, scraping, bruising 
bracken and pooing… it all creates diversity 
that will benefit wildlife.

Making ready for the ponies
To make the heath ready, we’ve installed 
fencing around the natterjack ponds 
and nearly 20ha of the new heath, and 
dug in pipelines to feed water troughs 
for the ponies. One of the troughs has 
been strategically placed near the Visitor 
Information Centre and the new viewing 
mound, so our visitors can get a good look at 
the new four-legged heathland managers.

We’ve also successfully trialled a new tool 
– the tree popper – basically a large metal 
lever for pulling up birch saplings. It’s been 
so successful we have invested in five and 
would like more. At £250 a pop, they aren’t 
cheap, but look set to revolutionise our birch 
management. A popper enables a volunteer 
to pull a 5ft birch in less than a minute.

➜ FIND OUT MORE
We’re looking for volunteer “lookers” – 
people who love spending time outdoors 
and want to help look after the livestock.  
If you’re local and would like to help,  
email Peter.bradley@rspb.org.uk or call 
The Lodge on 01767 693300.

Our volunteer tree 
poppers in action.
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 HOPE FARM

Fields in full bloom
The rare corn buttercup – once an abundant sight in farmers’ 
fields – is returning to Hope Farm, reports Georgina Bray. 

At Hope Farm, our aim is to 
demonstrate and research ways of 
farming in harmony with wildlife.  

A significant part of our demonstration work 
is not just to show what can be done using 
present methods, but to pioneer future 
farming practices too. Research projects 
on the farm are an increasingly significant 
part of our work and, last autumn, we 
reintroduced an almost lost species from 
the arable landscape, to test how it may be 
managed on farmland in the future.

The corn buttercup, like the cornflower, 
corncockle, and other flowering arable plants 
– an important food resource for pollinators 
and seed-eating species – were once 
abundant in farmers’ fields. In recent years, 
however, herbicides have become incredibly 
efficient at controlling almost all arable 
weeds, and the pretty yellow flowers of the 
corn buttercup have all but disappeared. 

➜ FIND OUT MORE
This year is a very special one for us – 2020 
commemorates 20 years of ownership of 
Hope Farm and we’ll be organising lots of 
things to celebrate. Visit rspb.org.uk and 
search for “Hope Farm” to keep up to date 
with our plans.

Even around Hope Farm, the corn buttercup 
has not been seen for almost 40 years. 

Thankfully, Plantlife and the RSPB are 
working together as part of the Back from 
the Brink, Colour the Margins project, to 
bring back rare arable plants, including the 
corn buttercup. This not only prevents the 
extinction of arable species, but also maintains 
diversity in the farmland ecosystem, helping 
other small species that may use the corn 
buttercup for part of their life cycle. 

Corn buttercup seeds have been saved in 
the Kew seed bank and, in the last year, have 
been successfully cultivated to grow healthy 
mature plants. Last autumn, plots were 
marked out where soil conditions should be 
just right for this plant to thrive. 

After hand-sowing 20,000 seeds on the 
farm, we hope that they will grow through 
the spring to produce an abundance of seeds 
this summer. It’s an aspiration for Hope Farm 

to remain a safe spot for corn buttercups for 
years to come. Each autumn we’ll cultivate 
the plot to reflect the arable field conditions 
the plant evolved to survive in and hopefully 
provide enough seeds for reintroduction 
projects on other farms.

The Hope Farm team 
sowed 20,000 corn 
buttercup seeds.



Before you get to John O’Groats on 
the northernmost tip of Scotland, 
you can find RSPB Forsinard Flows. 

It’s at the heart of the Flow Country – a 
vast expanse of blanket bog, sheltered 
straths and mountains, which is considered 
to be one of Scotland’s most important 
natural treasures.  

In some exciting news, the Flow Country 
is on the UK’s candidate list for World 
Heritage Site (WHS) status, as Flows to 
the Future Project Manager Caroline Eccles 
explains: “The WHS accolade is bestowed 
by UNESCO and, in the UK, includes such 
sites as the Edinburgh New Town and 
the Jurassic Coast. For sites to becomes 
WHS they must demonstrate ‘outstanding 
universal value’, which in the case of the 
Flow Country would be the quality and 
extent of the blanket bog habitat. The Flow 
Country is considered the biggest and best 
blanket bog of its type anywhere in the 
world and so is a strong candidate.”

A technical evaluation is currently being 
put together by the Peatlands Partnership 
– an umbrella grouping of organisations, 
including RSPB Scotland, which seeks to 
ensure the sustainable future of the Flow 
Country. Caroline adds: “This will go to the 
UK government’s Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, who will decide if 
a full application can be made to UNESCO.”

Young volunteers step up
In view of the Flow Country’s status, 
last summer, the RSPB Forsinard Flows 
reserve played host to a group of young 
volunteers as part of UNESCO’s World 
Heritage Volunteer programme. This 
scheme is only available to candidate and 

confirmed WHS. Caroline says: “Forsinard 
Flows was the only UK location selected 
for this residential experience in 2019.  
The RSPB reserve team ensured that the 
13 international volunteers, who ranged 
in age from 17 to 38, had a fulfilling 
experience, learning first-hand about the 
amazing Flow Country landscape and its 
importance in the current climate crisis.” 

Cultural exchange
Activities included conservation tasks – such 
as the removal of a whopping 30,000 non-
native conifer saplings from the reserve, 
helping the peatland restoration process. 
The participants also learned about the 
culture of the Flow Country, experiencing 
traditional music and learning ceilidh dances 
at the local community hall, as well as visiting 
local museums. They also spent a day 
surveying ancient settlements dating back to 
Neolithic times on the reserve, with RSPB’s 
archaeologist Jill Harden.

 Claire Foot-Turner, one of Forsinard’s 
wardens who helped host the event, said: 
“We were delighted to host the UNESCO 
young volunteers from across Europe.  
They were full of enthusiasm and energy 
for the Flow Country, its culture and 
conservation. What they helped us achieve 
on the conservation work parties was 
amazing. By the end of their two-week stay, 
the volunteers were left in no doubt as to the 
reasons why the Flow Country is a serious 
contender for World Heritage Site status.”

 FLOW COUNTRY PARTNERS

The RSPB has been working to 
protect the landscape here for 
more than 20 years and looks 

after more than 21,000ha.

Habitat that’s 
been thousands 
of years in  
the making...
Forsinard Flow’s blanket bog is  
one of the world’s rarest habitats.  
It’s taken thousands of years for  
the deep peat to develop and  
the range of wildlife that lives 
here is pretty special too. 
Many of the most important species 
live out in remote pools and lochs 
in the heart of the Flow Country 
including red-throated and black-
throated divers, common scoter and 
otters – although these secretive 
species can be hard to see.

Around the trails and the main road 
can be found golden plover, dunlin, 
greenshank, hen harrier, skylark and 
meadow pipits. Lizards lurk along the 
edge of the boardwalk, swallows have 
been nesting in the Flows Lookout 
and dragonflies, frogs and a 
host of aquatic invertebrates 
live in the pools. Intriguing 
carnivorous plants such as 
sundew and butterwort 

are scattered across 
the landscape.

Golden 
plover

Common 
scoter

Going with the Flow
Proposed World Heritage Site status  
for one of Scotland’s natural treasures.
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Volunteers enjoy a 
welcome tea break.

➜ FIND OUT MORE
Visit rspb.org.uk and search for  
“Forsinard Flows”.

Dunlin
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How’s  
the future 
shaping up 
for Asia’s 
vultures?
Chris Bowden reports  
on the latest activity in 
Cambodia, Nepal and India.

The RSPB is one of 24 partners which 
comprise Saving Asia’s Vultures 
From Extinction (SAVE) consortium. 

The project has been under way for 15 
years and has helped Asia’s vultures – 
vital to the ecosystems in which they are 
found, clearing carrion and keeping the 
environment clean – avoid total extinction. 

SAVE’s approach focuses on breeding 
programmes and satellite-
tagged releases and, crucially, 
working to remove the 
veterinary drug diclofenac 
– which kills vultures who 
feed on carcasses of animals 
treated with it – and other 
toxic drugs from the food 
chain. While there are great 
successes to report, the fight 
is far from over.

Drug ban  
in Cambodia
Our partners in Cambodia 
have successfully achieved 
a veterinary diclofenac ban, 
just a year after the drug was 
confirmed in veterinary use 
there. While this is brilliant 
news, the risk of poisoning 
from other agricultural 
chemicals – such as carbofuran (used for 
poison-baiting feral mammals) – along 
with habitat conversion and destruction 
of nesting trees, combine to continue to 
threaten the declining vulture population.

The fact remains that Cambodia’s 
vultures are facing an increasingly high risk 
of extinction – continuous monitoring has 
shown a 50% decline over the past  

 SAVING ASIAN VULTURES
 FROM EXTINCTION

Some of the vultures, just 
after their release in Nepal.
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10 years. The 2019 national census 
recorded only 120 vultures remaining 
across the country.

Third release in Nepal
Nepal was the first country to release 
captive-reared and captive-bred critically 

endangered white-rumped 
vultures into the wild and,  
this October, a further 13 
birds (seven captive-reared 
and six captive-bred) were 
released. The birds – the  
third batch to be released – 
spent time assimilating  
with wild vultures in the  
pre-release aviary before 
being set free. Like the 
others, they were fitted  
with GPS telemetry tags.

Previous releases in 2017 
and 2018 (including eight 
birds originally hatched at 
the breeding centre – a 
world first!), along with the 
tagging of wild vultures, 
have enabled us to confirm  
that the provisional Vulture 
Safe Zones (pVSZ) are so 

far proving safe for vultures.  
The movements and survival of a total 
of 38 birds (20 wild and 18 captive) have 
been monitored. And, while the captive-
bred vultures tend to stay close to the 
release site, the wild birds have ranged 
widely, up to 200km away. One wild 
wandering bird travelled 1,100km, up to 
the area of Jammu and Kashmir, India. 

The continued survival of the released 
birds tells us that the food that they are eating 
is safe. The assessment of the pVSZ has 
already exceeded 380 days with no mortality 
by drug contamination. In fact, the first 
birds released in 2017 have now been free 
ranging for more than 680 days, highlighting 
the successes achieved in Nepal.

Action Plan update in India
In September, vulture experts and 
government officials met in Kolkata to agree 
the outline of an updated National Vulture 
Action Plan. In early 2020, the first release 
of captive-bred birds in India is planned. 
The other priority activity is ongoing safety 
testing to avoid other lethal drugs replacing 
the banned diclofenac. We hope soon to 
confirm alternative drugs for vets to use that 
are safe for vultures as well as cattle.

 “The first 
birds released 
in 2017 have 

now been 
free ranging 

for more than 
680 days, 
highlighting 

the successes 
achieved in 

Nepal.”

➜ FIND OUT MORE
Visit save-vultures.org

Expert team tagging the 
vultures before release.
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 BIRDS WITHOUT BORDERS 

Showing the 
love for swifts
Joscelyne Ashpole provides a 
roundup of the incredible range of  
activities that are supporting this 
very special summer visitor.

Summer wouldn’t be quite the same 
without the sight and sound of swifts 
careering through our skies. These 

birds are with us for just a few months over 
the summer but it’s clear that in that short 
time, they make a deep impression on the 
people they’re gliding above. That’s why 
it’s essential that we celebrate some of the 
work that’s going on up and down the UK 
to help these amazing aerial wonders.

Why swifts need our help
Swift numbers are declining. The latest 
estimate showed a population decrease of 
57% between 1995 and 2017 in the UK. 
We’re not yet completely certain of what’s 
causing the decline. However, we do know 
that as homes and other buildings are 
renovated or demolished, swifts are losing the 
small gaps, such as under eaves or rooftiles, 
that they traditionally nest in. Declines in their 
insect food could also be playing a part. 

New homes to nest in
In 2019, the RSPB worked hard to 
encourage people to give swifts new places 
to nest. We sold more than 2,000 swift nest 
boxes – smashing our goal of 1,000 boxes. 

That’s not including the people who 
made their own boxes or installed a ‘swift 
brick’ – a nesting cavity that fits neatly into 
a brick wall. We’re delighted that so many 
people made the effort to provide these 
special birds with new homes.

New housing opportunities
New housing developments offer great 
opportunities to provide new homes for 
swifts. Fantastic volunteers and staff are 
working with local planning authorities to 
encourage them to ask for swift nest sites 
to be included in new developments.  

“Swifts need our help. The 
latest estimate showed 
a population decrease of 
57% between 1995 and 
2017 in the UK.”

Artist’s 
impression 
of a swift  
brick.
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*Day, J., Mayer, E. and Newell, D. (2019).  The Swift – A Bird You Need to Help! In Practice - 
Bulletin of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, 104: 38-42.

More local authorities are getting on board,  
which is a great step forward. 

Meanwhile, developers – including 
the Duchy of Cornwall and Barratt 
Developments PLC – are already including 
swift bricks in their new builds. We 
have a national partnership with Barratt 
Developments PLC and, back in 2016, 
we jointly designed, along with Action for 
Swifts and Manthorpe Building Products, 
a new swift brick. Since then, following a 
modest start, more than 2,000 units have 
been sold, with Barratt acquiring around 
1,000 of these, focusing particularly on  
10 key cities that we helped identify. 

Getting the right advice
It’s important that swift bricks are installed 
correctly and in the right places. That’s why 
RSPB staff member John Day worked with 
colleagues at Swift Conservation and Action 
for Swifts to co-author an article in the 
journal of the Chartered Institute 
of Ecology and Environmental 
Management* to help ecologists 
make the right provisions for 
swifts in planning applications. 

Mapping important areas 
Every year, we encourage people to 
submit their records of nesting swifts or 

‘screaming parties’ of swifts to the RSPB’s 
Swift Survey. This helps us to map where 
swifts are nesting across the UK. It can be 
used by planners, councils, developers, 
swift conservation groups and individuals to 
highlight important existing breeding areas 
for swifts and where new nesting sites 
could be targeted. 

The map we’re creating is only as good 
as the submissions we receive and we’re 
delighted that 2019 was the best year yet, 
almost doubling the number of submissions 
compared to 2018 and bringing the overall 
number of submissions to almost 40,000. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed.

➜ FIND OUT MORE
Visit rspb.org.uk/homes-for-
swifts and add your submission to 
our map this spring at rspb.org.uk/
swiftsurvey. Check out bit.ly/2M8Cuyp 
to get involved with your local swift group. 
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 FRIENDS OF COQUET ISLAND

“It was incredible to enter the lives 
of four species of tern, thousands 
of puffins, kittiwakes and fulmars 

and, in particular, the magnificent roseate 
terns. The ‘rosys’, with their long, elegant 
tail streamers and a breast blushed with 
pink satin, are the star of this special place,” 
enthuses artist Paul Henery, who spent time 
on Northumberland’s Coquet Island last 
summer, thanks to special permission from 
the RSPB and Natural England. 

Paul Morrison, Head RSPB Warden for 
Coquet Island, says: “Coquet hosts the 
sole UK colony of roseate terns, our rarest 
nesting seabird. Because of the special 
protection afforded to these endangered 
birds, it’s not possible to allow access to  
the reserve without a special licence.  
Paul Henery was granted permission 
to spend a few days here as an artist in 
residence. We’re always looking for ways to 
share Coquet Island with the general public 
and this project allowed us to observe and 
capture the life and behaviour of the roseate 
tern in an innovative and artistic way.”

A magical journey
The work takes viewers on a journey on the 
Coquet Road from Amble Harbour across 
the one-mile stretch of North Sea to Coquet 
Island and features paintings, sketches and 

drawings on sea charts and vintage maps. 
Last autumn, The Coquet Road collection 
was the inaugural exhibition at Paul and 
his daughter Katie’s Niche Gallery at North 
Broomhill. The RSPB reserve also benefited 
from a donation of £500 from sales from 
the exhibition, which was supported by the 
EU LIFE Roseate Tern Project. This five-year 
programme supports and co-ordinates the 
efforts to conserve, enhance and promote 
the conservation of the roseate tern in the 
UK and Ireland and to prepare an action 
plan to safeguard its future.

The Coquet  
connection
Artist Paul Henery first 
became involved with the 
roseate terns on Coquet 
Island in 1994. At that time he 
was wildlife crime officer 
for Northumbria Police and 
the 25 pairs that nested 
there then were under 
threat from egg 
collectors. 
He says: “Happily, 
with the intense 
conservation work 
of the RSPB, the support of the 
EU-funded LIFE project and ongoing 
police protection, a record number of 
122 pairs of roseate terns raised 157 
chicks on Coquet Island in 2019.” 
Later, when working as a volunteer, 
Paul became fascinated with the 

‘rosy’ terns. An idea took 
shape to produce 

a body of work 
about Coquet 

Island, together 
with his artist 
daughter. He 
adds: “My 
time as artist 

in residence 
on Coquet was 

limited, so I had to 
work fast to capture 

an array of shapes and forms and 
ever-changing light on paper. It’s our 
way of sharing Coquet Island and its 
wonderful roseate terns.”

Travelling the Coquet Road
Coquet’s roseate terns were the inspiration for a wildlife artist 
who captured the beauty of these rare birds on canvas.
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➜ FIND OUT MORE
Visit rspb.org.uk and search for  
“Coquet Island”.

“The ‘rosys’, with 
their long, elegant 
tail streamers and a 
breast blushed with 
pink satin, are the star 
of this special place.”
Paul Henery, artist



If you’d like to change how you hear from us, it’s easy to do. Just call us on 01767 693680 (Monday to Friday, 9am–5pm), visit rspb.org.uk/
preferences, or write to Supporter Services, RSPB, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL.

 

  

 

The RSPB is part of BirdLife International, 
a partnership of conservation organisations 
working to give nature a home around the world. 

UK Headquarters 
The Lodge 
Potton Road 
Sandy 
Bedfordshire 
SG19 2DL 

Tel: 01767 680551 
Fax: 01767 692365 
Facebook: RSPBLoveNature 
Twitter: @Natures_Voice 
rspb.org.uk 

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen       Chairman of Council: Kevin Cox        
President: Miranda Krestovnikoff       Chief Executive: Beccy Speight 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

<Label Name >

< Address 1>

< Address 2>

< Address 3>

< Town>

< County >

< Postcode>                   <contact number> 

< Country>                     <Segmant Container (Mailing Code)> 

[Salutation],

Welcome to your Winter issue of Impact, where you can read the latest news and updates from the RSPB projects 
that are benefiting from your support. 

Since the eradication of rats 20 years ago, Ramsey Island’s burrow-nesting seabirds have increased dramatically. The 
island was home to 5,000 pairs of Manx shearwaters in 2016 – the largest population on any RSPB reserve – and the 
next whole-island survey is now underway. This is a huge undertaking and only possible with your support.

In Scotland, we’ve been looking after the osprey nest at RSPB Loch Garten for 60 years now, initially protecting it 
from egg collectors and now sharing the ospreys’ story online with followers all over the world. This remarkable tale is 
an important reminder of what can be achieved when nature is given a helping hand. 

A little further south, volunteers at RSPB Loch Lomond are pulling out all the stops to tackle the invasive plant 
Himalayan balsam, while in Forsinard Flows we’re working apace to block drainage ditches to restore blanket bog, 
which acts as a vital natural carbon sink and crucial tool in the fight against climate change. 

Beyond our shores, our work extends to the forests of Indonesia, where a consortium of partners, including the RSPB, 
has acquired the rights to manage Harapan Rainforest as a model for forest restoration, wildlife conservation and 
sustainable local development. This paved the way for 14 other such licences being issued for other at-risk areas by the 
Government of Indonesia. This is the impact that Harapan is having on tropical forest conservation globally.

Out on the high seas, the Albatross Task Force is working directly with the international fishing industry to ensure 
fleet-wide use of bycatch mitigation measures to prevent seabird deaths. We know that this grassroots engagement 
really works – but we need your support to help us replicate the success we’ve achieved to date elsewhere and, 
ultimately, to improve the conservation status of threatened seabirds.  

We hope you enjoy this issue of Impact. Let us know what you think by emailing us at impact@rspb.org.uk   
We’d like to thank you once again for your vital support. Together, we can give nature a home. 

Martin Harper, Executive Director, Global Conservation 



Can you go a bit 
further for nature?



Thank you

This winter issue of Impact showcases many of the success stories that 
your support has enabled. As these updates show, you are making a 
difference – allowing these vital projects to continue their work helping 
wildlife across the UK and the world. 

A little extra can go a long 
way towards helping wildlife 
But there’s still much work to be done as birds and wildlife continue to face 
many challenges. A little extra would help even more struggling species. 

If you are able to make an additional donation, fill in the personalised form 
opposite and return it to us using the pre-paid envelope. Alternatively, you 
can call our Supporter Services team on 01767 693680,  
(Monday to Friday, 9am–5pm) who will be happy to help.  

Have a great, nature-filled summer!



Thank you for your amazing support.

Your support is really making anImpact
I would like to make a donation of £10 £20 £40 

or surprise us  £

Please send me an acknowledgment of my donation.

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to “The RSPB”.

Please debit my Mastercard/Visa for the above amount.

Please complete your card details:

Valid from /   Expiry date /  

Card number

Signature

Gift Aid your support 
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed 
by the RSPB from the tax you pay for the current tax year. In order to Gift Aid any 
donations in the future and any made in the past four years you must tick the box 
below. The address we hold for you has been shown elsewhere on this form.
Please tick the name(s) of the person declaring Gift Aid.
{Label 1} {Contact 1}                        {Label 2} {Contact 2}
   Yes, I want to Gift Aid it.  Yes, I want to Gift Aid it. 
   I am a non-taxpayer and  I am a non-taxpayer and 
      cannot Gift Aid it.                            cannot Gift Aid it.  
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains 
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify the RSPB if you want to cancel this 
declaration, change your name or home address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on 
your income and/or capital gains.
As <Label 2> has already given us a Gift Aid Declaration, all of your donations 
including membership donations are worth 25% more to us. Thank you.
Please notify the RSPB if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or 
home address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

< Label Name >
< Address 1 >
< Address 2 >
< Town >
< County >
< Postcode >
< Contact number >
<Segment Container>



If you’d like to change how you hear from us, it’s easy to do. 
Just call us on 01767 693680 (Monday to Friday, 9am–5pm), 
visit rspb.org.uk/preferences, or write to Supporter Services,  
RSPB, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL.

The RSPB is a registered charity in England and Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.  
Front cover image: Red kite, Getty 
Above: RSPB Lake Vyrnwy, Ben Hall (rspb-images.com) 
      340-0829-19-20

Together we can give even more nature a home.



Thank you for being a friend of Ramsey Island
Since the eradication of rats 20 years ago, Ramsey’s burrow-nesting seabirds 
have increased dramatically. The latest population survey is now underway; a huge 
undertaking by a skilled team working in a tight timeframe, to collect data that will 
support us in lobbying for better marine protection. This vital work is only possible 
thanks to your support, so thank you. 

Come and see us
Ramsey Island is open from 30 March to 31 October.
Landing numbers are limited so we recommend that you 
book a place on the boat in advance. You can book by  
calling Thousand Islands Expeditions on 01437 721721  
or by emailing info@thousandislands.co.uk

You will need to collect your ticket from the boat office in 
Cross Square, St David’s, prior to departure. Boats leave from 
the Lifeboat Station at St Justinian’s, two miles west of  
St David’s, every day at 10am and 12 noon.

Return trips from the island are at 12 noon and 4pm.
All crossings depend on the weather and can be cancelled 
at short notice if sea conditions are unsuitable. To avoid any 
disappointment, we recommend confirming your sailing with 
Thousand Islands Expeditions the day before.

The return boat fare is £12 for adults and £5.50 for children 
and concessions.

There is no landing fee for Friends of Ramsey Island or 
children under five, but others will pay a small fee.

On arrival at the island, you will be met by an RSPB warden  
or volunteer who will give an introductory talk and provide  
you with a trail guide to help you find your way around.

Please note that because of the steps at St Justinian’s
and in Ramsey harbour, we have no facilities for
wheelchairs, but those with walking sticks can still  
make the landing with care. Stout footwear with ankle 
support is essential due to the rugged terrain on the  
island, and warm waterproof clothing is advisable for the  
boat crossing and in case of inclement weather. There are 
toilets on the island and a small shop selling hot and cold 
drinks and snacks (but no sandwiches).

Unfortunately, we cannot allow dogs on the island, although 
guide or assistance dogs are welcome.

Your new card(s)
Please cut out your new card(s), fold in half and stick back-to-back. To save on print costs, we have sent this same letter
to individual and joint Friends of Ramsey Island – please dispose of the second card if you only require one. Thank you.

Mae’r RSPB yn elusen gofrestredig yng Nghymru a Lloegr 207076, yr Alban SC037654.
The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.
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Yr RSPB
Pencadlys Cymru
Ty Sutherland, Pontycastell
Heol Ddwyreiniol Y
Bont-faen, Caerdydd
CF11 9AB
Ffôn: 029 2035 3000

The RSPB
Wales Headquarters
Sutherland House,
Castlebridge,
Cowbridge Road East,
Cardiff CF11 9AB
Tel: 029 2035 3000

Fel Cyfaill Ynys Dewi, caiff daliwr y cerdyn 
hwn lanio ar Ynys Dewi AM DDIM.
Yn dodi ben ar 31 Ionawr 2021

The bearer of this card, as a Friend
of Ramsey Island, is entitled to FREE 
landing on RSPB Ramsey Island.
Expires on 31 January 2021

Printiwch eich enw/Print name

Llofnod/Signature

Os cewch hyd i hwn, anfonwch ef yn ôl at yr 
RSPB,Pencadlys Cymru os gwelwch yn dda.
If found, please return to the RSPB.

Cyfeillion Ynys Dewi
Friends of Ramsey Island

Yr RSPB
Pencadlys Cymru
Ty Sutherland, Pontycastell
Heol Ddwyreiniol Y
Bont-faen, Caerdydd
CF11 9AB
Ffôn: 029 2035 3000

The RSPB
Wales Headquarters
Sutherland House,
Castlebridge,
Cowbridge Road East,
Cardiff CF11 9AB
Tel: 029 2035 3000

Fel Cyfaill Ynys Dewi, caiff daliwr y cerdyn 
hwn lanio ar Ynys Dewi AM DDIM.
Yn dodi ben ar 31 Ionawr 2021

The bearer of this card, as a Friend
of Ramsey Island, is entitled to FREE 
landing on RSPB Ramsey Island.
Expires on 31 January 2021

Printiwch eich enw/Print name

Llofnod/Signature

Os cewch hyd i hwn, anfonwch ef yn ôl at yr 
RSPB,Pencadlys Cymru os gwelwch yn dda.
If found, please return to the RSPB.

Cyfeillion Ynys Dewi
Friends of Ramsey Island

340-0829-19-20
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The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654.  Photo: Black-browed albatross, Getty

Return Address
The RSPB
PO Box 103
Northampton 
NN3 6DF 
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Thank you for your support.
Together we can give nature a home.
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