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southessex@rspb.org.uk, 01268 498620, https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-
events/reserves-a-z/south-essex-wildlife-garden/ 

Welcome 

Set within Wat Tyler Country Park, South Essex Wildlife Garden is  the perfect place to 
find out more about the RSPB. Enjoy a stroll in peaceful surroundings and find out more 
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about gardening for wildlife. You might even catch a glimpses of waders foraging in the 
mud in the tidal creeks around the Wat Tyler country park. 
   

At a Glance 

 Level Access 
• The main entrance has level access with a ramp. The ramp is permanent. 

• There is level access from the main entrance to: 

– Wildlife Garden 

– Hide 2 

– Viewing Screens 

• There is level access from the car park to: 

– Wildlife Garden 

 Access with steps 

• There are steps from the main entrance to: 

– Hide 1 

 Hearing 
• Some staff have disability awareness training. 

 General 
• Some staff have disability awareness training. 

Getting here 

RSPB South Essex, Wat Tyler Country Park 
Pitsea Hall Lane 
Pitsea 
SS16 4UH 
 

 Travel by public transport 

• You can get to RSPB South Essex Wildlife Garden by bus and train. 

• The nearest bus stop is at Pitsea Tesco. The No. 5 bus running between Basildon 
and Pitsea stops here every 15-20 minutes Monday-Saturday and every 30 minutes 
on Sundays. Other bus services stop at Pitsea Broadway approximately 2.4 km (1.8 
miles / 8.4 km). Buses from Laindon (No. 8), Canvey Island (No. 22) and Southend 
(No. 2), run every 15-20 minutes Monday-Saturday and every hour on Sundays. For 
more information before you travel please visit http://www.firstgroup.com The 
bus stop is 1.30 miles / 8.4 km from RSPB South Essex Wildlife Garden. 

• The nearest train station is Pitsea. The train station is 1 miles / 1.6 km from RSPB 
South Essex Wildlife Garden. 



• If you're coming from Pitsea station (about 1.6km or 1 mile away), turn left and 
cross the level crossing. The entrance to the country park is 5-10 minutes walk. 
 For more information about train times please visit the C2C website before you 
travel. 

 Parking 

• We have a car park. There are accessible parking spaces. Parking is free. 

• There is a drop-off point at the main entrance. The drop-off point has a dropped 
kerb. 

• From the car park to the entrance, there is level access. There is a permanent ramp. 

• By Road: 
 If arriving by road turn off the A13 at the Pitsea junction and follow brown tourist 
signs for Wat Tyler Country Park. Travel down Pitsea Hall Lane; go straight over 
the mini-roundabout, and cross the railway crossing. Wat Tyler Country Park is 
approximately 1 mile down this road. 
 Car Park:  
 The car park is 40 m (130ft) from the centre and has a concrete surface with two 
paths to the main entrance. The path in the north east corner of the car park is 
compacted gravel and the path to the south east is tarmac. 
 There are an additional 90 free car parking spaces, including 4 Blue Badge spaces 
outside Basildon Council’s Wat Tyler centre, 90 m (300ft) from the RSPB Wildlife 
Garden. 
 RSPB staff and volunteers happy to provide assistance. 
   

Arrival 

 Path to main entrance 

• From the street to the main entrance, there is level access. 

• The path is 1000mm wide, or more. 

 Main entrance 

• The main entrance has level access. 

• There is a permanent ramp. 

• Entrance to the RSPB Wildlife garden is free and registered assistance dogs are 
welcome. 
 For registered assistance dogs (and other dogs belonging to visitors to the park) 
there is a water bowl and outdoor tap. 

Getting around inside 

Wildlife Garden 

• From the main entrance to this area, there is level access. There is a permanent 
ramp. 



Getting around outside 

 Designated Walking Trail 

Wildlife Garden 

• The trail is 100metres long. The trail has a hard surface. One of the paths into the 
wildlife garden, situated directly adjacent to a building which is gated, opening 
manually in the direction of the wildlife garden. The trail has seats. 

• There is no slope into the wildlife garden and all paths around the garden are 
relatively flat.  
 The wildlife garden has a mixture of compacted granite and cemented slabs. 
 Seven benches including two with back and arm rests. 
 There are raised garden beds around the picnic area and a wildlife pond 25 m 
away with 3 viewing platforms designed for wheelchairs or pushchair users. The 
depth of the pond at the centre is 1100 mm (43 inches) and the edges leading up to 
the platforms are sloped. 
 There are clear print panels with large photographic images and information about 
the wildlife garden and the wider RSPB South Essex reserves. There is also an 
information board situated at the rose garden which details information from The 
Friends of Wat Tyler Wildlife Garden, a community group set up to support 
maintenance and development of the garden. 
 Volunteers regularly work in the garden maintaining paths and beds and they will 
be happy to answer any questions that you have about gardening for wildlife. 
 There are a number of nature trails around the Basildon Council Wat Tyler 
Country Park, maps and information about these trails can be found either in the 
Wat Tyler centre. You can also visit the Wat Tyler Country Park website for more 
information and to download their trail guide 
http://www.wattylercountrypark.org.uk/. 

 Picnic Area 

Wildlife Garden 

• From the car park to the picnic area, there is level access. The path is 1200mm 
wide, or more. 

• The entrance is 1200mm wide. 

• Some tables have space for wheelchair users. You can bring your own food to the 
picnic area. 

• The picnic area and sensory garden has 3 circular picnic benches with seating for 8 
people at a height of 600 mm (24 inches) and 2 bench seats without backs at 550 
mm (22 inches). One of the picnic benches has a space for a wheelchair or 
pushchair. 

Hide 1 

• From the main entrance to the area, there are 12 steps. 

• The first hide is 300 m (984 ft) from the Wildlife Garden, on the opposite side of the 
road to the Green Centre. Please note there is no marked crossing point so care 
should be taken when crossing the road. This hide has two levels without a lift. 12 
steps lead up to the bird hide with a handrail on both sides. There are 2 skylights to 
provide light and wooden screens at a height of 1140 mm (45 inches) can be lifted 

http://www.wattylercountrypark.org.uk/


and clipped back to view over the water and reedbeds. The door has a simple key 
latch at a height of 1360 mm (53 inches) and has a clear door opening of 880 mm 
(35 inches). The door is weighted and will swing shut when you release it. The floor 
inside the hide is wooden and level. Wooden benches with no backs are available 
for sitting on, height 520 mm (20 inches). 
 Basildon Council does not display any interpretation or information in their bird 
hides.  

Hide 2 

• From the main entrance to this area, there is level access. There is a permanent 
ramp. The entrance is 880mm wide. 

• The second hide is 200 m (656 ft) from the Wildlife Garden, behind Holly Cottage. 
To access this hide it is necessary to cross the miniature train tracks that run 
through the park. These are sunken into the ground. A 15 m (49 ft) wooden ramp 
then leads up to the hide at a gradient of 1:25 and handrails on both sides. This 
hide has two levels: there are no steps to access the lower level. The door has a 
simple key latch at a height of 1360 mm (53 inches) and has a clear door opening of 
880 mm (35 inches). Inside there are 2 moveable benches, height 540 mm (21 
inches. Views over the creek can be obtained by lifting wooden screens, height 860 
mm (34 inches). The upper level is accessed by 12 steps, with a handrail on both 
sides. Inside the hide there are 2 skylights to provide light and wooden screens can 
be lifted and clipped back to view over the creek. The door has a simple key latch at 
a height of 1360 mm (53 inches) and has a clear door opening of 880 mm (35 
inches). The floor inside the hide is wooden and level, fixed wooden benches with 
no backs are available for sitting on, height 460 mm (18 inches). 
 Basildon Council does not display any interpretation or information in their bird 
hides.  

Viewing Screens 

• From the main entrance to this area, there is level access. 

• There are 2 viewing screens found on the 2.1 km (1 mile) circular route around 
Wat Tyler Park. The path is wide, level and with little gradient, but does become 
wet after rain. Viewing slots through the hide are at various levels; 1500 mm (59 
inches), 1420 mm (56 inches), 1170 mm (46 inches), 1070 mm (42 inches), 1050 
mm (41 inches), 860 mm (34 inches). 

Customer care support 

Accessibility equipment 

• We have a hearing loop in The Reception Desk. 

Customer care support 

• Some staff have disability awareness training. 
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