Ouse Washes
Finding your way

The hides trail
When the weather is wet,
it gets very muddy here, so
you may want to wear wellies
or waterproof walking boots
when exploring the site.

The Welches Dam hide is
closest to the visitor centre
(0.2 miles / 300 metres) and is
accessible by wheelchairs and
pushchairs. To reach it, follow
the boardwalk that passes
through the reedbed – in
summer look out for dragonflies.

Two hides are south of
the visitor centre and the
furthest, is the Rickwood hide
(850m) away.
Six hides are north of the
visitor centre – the furthest is
the Cottier hide (2800m) away.
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To discover this special place
in all its glory, you need to take
a stroll along the trackway that
runs parallel to the river bank.
To enjoy close-up views of the
wildlife here, be sure to step
inside some of our hides that
overlook the reserve.
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Listen for the calls
of breeding snipe,
lapwings and
redshanks from the
rear of these hides.
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What was that blue
flash? You often see
kingfishers flying
along the rivers.
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Follow the reedbed
boardwalk south
from the visitor
centre to reach this
accessible hide.
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For more information about accessing
this nature reserve, please visit
rspb.org.uk/ousewashes

Over 300 species
of plant, including
fringed water lily
and arrowhead,
grow on the reserve.

Working together to give nature a home
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Follow the trail north
from the visitor centre
to reach hides 1–7.

4

Enjoy close up views
of tree sparrows,
other farmland birds
and songbirds on
the visitor centre
feeders.

